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SERVICES
WEEKLY SERVICES

Friday Evening

Fifth Avenue Sanctuary

Organ recital at 5:45 PM

Service begins at 6:00 PM

Watch online at experienceemanuel.org, 

Facebook or YouTube

Saturday Morning

Fifth Avenue Sanctuary

Torah Study at 9:15 AM

Organ recital at 10:15 AM

Service begins at 10:30 AM

Watch online at experienceemanuel.org, 

Facebook or YouTube

DAILY SUNSET SERVICES

Sunday-Thursday at 5:30 PM

Watch online at experienceemanuel.org, 

Facebook or YouTube

For the Hearing-Impaired

A hearing loop is installed in the Fifth 

Avenue Sanctuary and the Beth-El Chapel; 

switch aid to T-coil. Headsets and neck 

loops are available.

Watch Services Online

All services are broadcast online on the 

following channels

www.experienceemanuel.org

facebook.com/emanuelnyc

youtube.com/user/emanuelnyc

Follow Us:

   @emanuelnyc

   @emanuel_nyc

   @emanuel_nyc



Looking
         Back
and Ahead”
RABBI DAVIDSON’S REMARKS AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL’S ANNUAL MEETING

MAY 19, 2022

“

Dear Friends,

And so we have come to the close of another 

program year, one which at times found us 

elated at finally being together, and at others a 

bit uncertain as to whether we will ever put Covid 

behind us. What we learned through it all,  

is that while Covid may be with us for a while 

longer, we nonetheless are able to gather again 

safely to learn and pray and celebrate and serve 

those in need. And the tools we acquired along 

the way, which enabled us to engage members  

in their homes and nonmembers around the 

globe, will forever strengthen our in-reach and 

outreach efforts.

Over the course of the last two years, I cannot 

count the number of times friends and colleagues 

asked me, “So how is the congregation faring 

through all this?” I never knew quite how to 

respond. So much has happened. For too many of 

our members this has been an awful two years. In 

Covid’s early months dozens of members died of 

it and others lost loved ones they could not visit. 

Families were separated; even when they lived 

on the same block they could not see each other. 

Grandparents lost a year or more of hugs they will 

never get back. It has been heartbreaking.

On the other hand, this has also been a period of 

remarkable institutional creativity and success. 

While affiliation in some synagogues dwindled, 

our numbers held steady, thanks to you – a deeply 

devoted membership who view membership not 

as a transaction for services rendered, but as a 

statement of commitment to the 

Jewish community.

We are blessed with the most creative, innovative, 

dedicated staff in the synagogue world. And my 

gratitude to them is boundless – all the more 

because during the course of the last two years 

some staff retired or moved, and given that less 

was taking place on site and we did not know 

what the budgetary impact of Covid would be,  

we did not rehire for those positions or hire for 

new positions we had intended to create.  

As a result, those who remained were working 

that much harder. So now as we open up, we 

need to staff up. And we will in a number of 

departments. At the senior leadership level, we 

will be welcoming Rabbi Sarah Reines,  

Cantor Sara Anderson, and Educator Ira Wise.

Continues on next page
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Rabbi Reines comes aboard in July as Associate 
Rabbi. Most recently, Rabbi Reines served our 
congregational neighbors at Temple Shaaray 
Tefila and before that at Central Synagogue. But 
many of you will remember her from her tenure 
as our Interim Associate Rabbi from 2017-2018, 
and others from her having grown up at Emanu-
El. Needless to say, she knows our congregation 
very well. And we could not be more excited to 
welcome her home. In addition to a full range of 
rabbinic duties, Rabbi Reines will serve as an 
ongoing presence in our religious school, and 
establish and advise a social action committee 
for congregants who seek involvement in Jewish 
values-based activism and Israel advocacy.

Cantor Sara Anderson was ordained earlier 
this month on our very bimah, where she has 
served with such skill and devotion the past two 
years. With a master’s degree in classical voice 
from Mannes, Sara held a Tisch-Star fellowship 
at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, and before coming to us, served 
internships at her home congregation Stephen 
Wise Temple in Los Angeles, Beit Tefila Israeli 
in Tel Aviv, and East End Temple in Gramercy. 
Beyond her musical responsibilities, Cantor 
Anderson will teach and preach and support the 
efforts of our Young Members Circle to engage 
Jews in their twenties and thirties.

In June, Ira Wise will join our Department of 
Lifelong Learning as its new Director. Serving for 
more than twenty-five years as the Educator of 
Congregation B’nai Israel in Bridgeport, and highly 
regarded by his colleagues in the field, he brings 
a passion for creativity and experiential learning 
to Jewish education that will lift our already 
wonderful religious school to new heights. Picking 
up the baton of leadership from Jackie Schreiber 
and Saul Kaiserman, Ira will further integrate into 
the spirit of warmth and joy for which our school 
is known a commitment to the fundamentals of 
Jewish literacy so that our graduates enter the 
college environment with a confidence in their 
Jewish identity and knowledge.

On top of the already wonderful religious school, 
nursery school and young families offerings we 
provide our current members, Sarah, Sara and 
Ira will strengthen the temple experience for 
younger generations who have not yet joined us. 
And as the world opens up, this is the moment 
to reengage with the demographic challenge 
we have long faced: the fact that only about 
thirty percent of our member households have 
children under twenty-one years of age. We have 
expanded that younger population somewhat, 
but more growth remains possible. While urban 
synagogues will never attract young families quite 
like suburban ones, for the future vitality of our 
congregation we do need to think more creatively 
about how to grow that next generation of temple 
membership. And we have a plan for that. Two 
plans, actually.

First, because demographics are often linked to 
geographics and many young Jewish families are 
living downtown, this fall we will open in Chelsea 
on the beautiful quad of the General Theological 
Seminary a satellite campus – never to take the 
place of our magnificent one on Fifth Avenue of 
course, but rather as a center for pre-nursery 
school programs for families living there, and then 
perhaps as a branch of our religious school and 
for other programs too.

Second, we will inaugurate our Streicker Outreach 
Center: our new effort to embrace the thousands 
of New York City Jews in their twenties and 
thirties, unaffiliated families with children of all 
ages making decisions about their religious 
identity, and individuals of every age seeking the 
spiritual mooring Judaism offers in a turbulent 
world. And just as our Streicker Cultural Center 
has enhanced through its programming the value 
of temple membership for one generation, so the 
Streicker Outreach Center will do the same for a 
new generation. Earlier this month, we launched 
the Outreach Center’s first initiative for young 
professionals called Friday Night Hub, a Shabbat 
worship experience underwritten by the Tisch 
family featuring Israeli music icon David Broza and 
Grammy winner Emily Bear.
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Both the Streicker Cultural Center and the 
Streicker Outreach Center are enduring legacies 
of our immediate past president John Streicker. 
This is the first annual meeting since his passing. 
As I said at his funeral two months ago, in 
significant measure this congregation as it exists 
and thrives today is the work of John’s hands 
and heart. Certainly, Congregation Emanu-El of 
the City of New York lays rightful claim to a long 
and magnificent history, but John’s leadership 
elevated one of the world’s great institutions 
of Jewish life to new heights of creativity and 
innovation.  All of us blessed to serve this 
synagogue, lay leaders and professionals alike, 
were shaped by his commitment. He was my 
mentor, support and friend. And as long as I am 
privileged to serve Temple Emanu-El, I will be 
thankful for his presence in my life, and will work 
to make him proud.

One of John’s greatest accomplishments as 
president was to identify the very best people to 
follow him into temple leadership. Our board’s 
membership bears his imprint. He recruited his 
marvelous successor, my wonderful partner 
and friend Harris Diamond. And how fortunate 
we are to be guided by Harris and all those he 
leads. My gratitude to them is boundless, as is 
my appreciation for an equally devoted corps of 
committee members, volunteers and donors who 
have prioritized the temple through the gift of their 
energies, their presence, and their resources.

And tonight, we recognize two of them in 
particular: Peter and Mary Kalikow. The Kalikows’ 
generosity to the institutions that contribute to the 
welfare of this city, state and country is known to 
all. Their support of the New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital where they established a pediatric 
intensive care unit speaks to it. As does Peter’s 
tenure as Grand Central Partnership Chairman, 
MTA Chairman, Port Authority Commissioner, 
New York Post Publisher, and his creation of 
Hofstra’s School of Government, Public Policy 
and International Affairs and its Center for the 
Study of the American Presidency.

Some of the most fascinating conversations he 
and I have enjoyed together tackled issues of civil 
and religious liberty in the United States 

and in Israel. If you recall the three weddings we 
performed on our bimah five years ago of Israelis 
who for reasons of conversion status or sexual 
orientation could not be married in Israel, you will 
also recall that Peter was the donor who made 
their weddings possible.

He is deeply devoted to Israel, Jewish history 
and Jewish identity. A former trustee of Temple 
Emanu-El, he has also served in the leadership of 
the Jewish National Fund, and he is a founding 
trustee and first vice chair of the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage with which we partner every 
year for the city’s annual Holocaust Memorial 
gathering. He is also the recipient of awards from 
UJA-Federation and the Anti-Defamation League. 
And he received the Peace Medal, Israel’s highest 
civilian award, for his many years of support, 
including his work with Israel Bonds. 

But most of all, Peter is deeply devoted to his 
family: his wife Mary, his children Nicholas and 
Kathryn, who are here, and his sister and temple 
trustee Penny Wallerstein and her family; just 
as he is to the memory of their parents. On the 
occasions Peter and I have sat together on the 
bima during the High Holy Days, I have been 
moved by his recollections of worshipping in 
the Lowenstein Sanctuary with them. For Peter, 
the continuity of memory – whether individual or 
collective – is the necessary foundation on which 
we must build our future.

Together, Peter and Mary Kalikow give to inspire 
others to follow. And for all these reasons, I could 
not be prouder to announce tonight that together 
they have made an extraordinary contribution to 
Temple Emanu-El to establish the Peter and Mary 
Kalikow Senior Rabbinic Chair. Nor could I be 
prouder to know that for as long as I am blessed 
to serve as Temple Emanu-El’s Senior Rabbi, my 
name will be attached to theirs, as will the names 
of those who follow me.

Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson 
Peter and Mary Kalikow Senior Rabbinic Chair
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We look forward to another inspiring, meaningful, and dynamic year as we prepare to welcome 5783 

together. To enrich the quality of our membership experience, we announce the following updates as we 

prepare for the coming New Year.

OUR THANKS

We are grateful to our members, as your 

participation in our congregation enriches our 

community and affirms the legacy of our faith 

and heritage. Thank you. If you have questions 

regarding membership at Temple Emanu-El or the 

upcoming High Holy Days (5783), please contact 

the Membership Office at 212-507-9514 or 

membership@emanuelnyc.org.

MINIMUM MEMBERSHIP DUES

The minimum membership dues for the fiscal year 

beginning June 2022 are $1,750 for one-member 

households and $2,400 for families with children 

under the age of 25 and/or two- or more-member 

households. Please note: No one is ever denied 

membership for financial reasons; please call the 

Membership Office at 212-507-9514 to speak 

with us about your needs.

SECURITY FEE

The Board of Trustees has approved a security 

fee of $225 per adult in each household. This 

fee helps us maintain a significant and proactive 

security infrastructure. Associate and Young 

Members will be asked to contribute $75 for a 

single adult household and $100 per couple. Your 

understanding is appreciated, as member safety 

is one of our highest priorities.

PRICING FOR YOUNG MEMBERS

We continue to offer a dues-free first year for our 

Associate Members (up to 30 years of age), for 

new congregants and children of members alike. 

This membership includes access to services 

of the clergy and the event offerings of the 

temple and Streicker Center. In line with national 

congregational trends, we have implemented 

a modified dues model to encourage retention 

and better support our Young Members. Detailed 

information has been sent to those impacted in 

their renewals and can be found on our website  

at emanuelnyc.org/dues-5783.

T E M P L E  E M A N U - E L

HIGH 
      HOLY 
   DAYS 5783

LOOKING FORWARD   T
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SEATING FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS

Temple Emanu-El offers the following Open 

Seating services during the High Holy Days: 

Young Families services (geared for children Pre-K 

and under), the Family Worship Service (geared 

towards K-7), Teen Services, and Shir Chadash. 

These tickets are automatically sent to member 

households with children under the age of 18, and 

are available to all other members upon request. 

Seating at these services is on a first-come, first-

served, basis.

Our classic indoor Emanu-El High Holy Day 

services, enhanced by our renowned choir and 

organ, all require reserved seating. Seating is 

available in both the Fifth Avenue Sanctuary 

and the Leon Lowenstein Sanctuary. All Yom 

Kippur services at Summerstage will be seated 

on a first-come, first-served basis. The minimum 

membership dues amount serves as a credit 

toward reserved seating; depending on where you 

prefer to sit, your membership dues may increase. 

Temple members wishing to add seating to their 

membership should contact the Membership 

Office at 212-507-9514 or email 

membership@emanuelnyc.org.

2022–2023 RESERVED SEATING RATES

View the seating maps at 

www.emanuelnyc.org/membership/

membership-options/.

Interested in joining?  

Learn more about what 

membership at Temple 

Emanu-El has to offer.

ARD   TO 5783 MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

SAVE THE DATES:

Selichot. . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 17

Erev Rosh Hashanah . . . September 25

Rosh Hashanah . . . . . . . September 26

Tzom Gedaliah . . . . . . . . September 28

Erev Yom Kippur. . . . . . . October 4

Yom Kippur. . . . . . . . . . . October 5

Erev Sukkot . . . . . . . . . . October 9

Sukkot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 10-16

Sh’mini Atzeret/ 
Simchat Torah . . . . . . . . October 17

LOWENSTEIN  
SANCTUARY

Per Seat Section

$1,775 A

$1,400 B

FIFTH AVENUE 
SANCTUARY

Per Seat Section

$3,800 E

$3,000 F

$2,300 F Side

$2,300 G

$2,000 H

$1,500 J

$1,400 K

$1,400 L

$1,300 M
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PRIDE SHABBAT

Friday, June 24 | 6:00 PM

Fifth Avenue Sanctuary and 

Livestream

Temple Emanu-El celebrates 

Pride Shabbat with Ethan 

Felson from A Wider Bridge, 

which works for LGTBQ and 

Jewish inclusion and builds 

a close relationship between 

the LGTBQ communities of 

Israel and North America. His 

greatest hope is that his work 

with A Wider Bridge helps build 

a safer, more inclusive world for 

them and all of us.

WEEKLY TORAH 
STUDY

Torah study is currently on 

summer break and will resume 

on Saturday, September 10.

DAILY SUNSET 
SERVICES

Join us for services at 5:30 PM 

on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday 

(holidays excepted).  

You may watch these 

30-minute services online via 

our website or on Facebook 

and YouTube. Archives of past 

Sunset Services can be found 

on YouTube.

MEDITATION CIRCLE

Thursdays at 2:00 to 2:30 PM

Join Rabbi Andy Kahn in 

taking a break from your week 

with a 30-minute communal 

meditation reflecting on the 

themes of the prayerbook. 

Please visit emanuelnyc.org/

meditate to register.  

All are welcome.

Missed a sermon? Watch our 

full playlist on YouTube

RABBI  
ANDRUE KAHN

RABBI  
SARA SAPADIN

RABBI  
JOSHUA DAVIDSON

RABBI  
AMY EHRLICH

CANTOR  
MO GLAZMAN

All services are broadcast live 

on our website, Facebook 

and YouTube.

Keep checking www.

emanuelnyc.org/covid for 
updated guidelines.

WORSHIP AT EMANU-EL
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In Fall 2022, Emanu-El will 
open a new satellite location 
within the General Theological 
Seminary at 440 West 21st 
Street (between Ninth and 
Tenth Avenues) in Chelsea.

Learn more about upcoming 
programs and sign up for the 
Emanu-El Downtown email list 
at www.emanuelnyc.org/tee-

downtown.

All Downtown events are 
open to Emanu-El members  
and non-members.

We hope you’ll join us 
Downtown for:

• A weekly 2s program

• Drop-in Programs: Music 
classes, Baby Yoga, Baby 
Sign Language and more

• Parenting Groups

• Shabbat Programs: Storytime, 
Music, Arts & Crafts

And more programming  
coming soon.

EMANU-EL IS HEADING 
DOWNTOWN THIS FALL! 

MAZAL TOV TO THE
CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 5782
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FOUR QUESTIONS WITH
                 ASSOCIATE RABBI   

Tell us more about your 

education and training and 

what led you to becoming 

a rabbi.

Twenty-five years ago, I was 

ordained as a Reform rabbi 

by HUC-JIR (Hebrew Union 

College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion), but my academic 

path to the rabbinate began 

here at Temple Emanu-El. My 

parents were on the Religious 

School faculty and, early every 

Sunday morning, I would 

scour the library stacks and 

the bookcase in the Teacher’s 

Resource Room. My favorite 

choices were Wise Men of 

Chelm and All of a Kind Family, 

but I eventually progressed to 

books on comparative religion 

and Jewish practice.

Previously, you were our Interim 

Associate Rabbi from 2017 to 

2018. How did that prepare you 

for your current position?

Stepping onto Temple Emanu-

El’s bimah as Interim Associate 

Rabbi after a lifetime in the 

pews was a powerful, surreal, 

and sweet experience. It 

was a helpful time for me to 

distinguish between those 

aspects of home, which will 

always remain, and those 

which are forever part of my 

memory. Returning to this 

congregation in a new way 

was a period of discovery and 

delight, as I reconnected with 

people from my past, while 

forming new relationships. I feel 

so privileged to join this clergy 

team and staff, which are 

made up of close friends and 

varied colleagues, as well as 

professionals from whom I have 

much to learn. I am excited 

to continue my story here, 

as I move with Congregation 

Emanu-El of the City of New 

York into the next chapter of its 

vibrant history.

You’ve led congregations at 

Temple Shaaray Tefila and 

Central Synagogue, both in 

New York City. Tell us more 

about your connection to the 

local Jewish community.

I feel so fortunate that my 

career has been based in 

NYC, such a diverse and 

exciting center of Jewish life. 

In between Central Synagogue 

and Temple Shaaray Tefila, I 

worked independently as a 

Rabbi Without Walls, which 

meant my reach expanded 

beyond NYC to surrounding 

areas, cities around the 

country, and even overseas.
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What are you looking forward to as our new 

Associate Rabbi?

The two years of the pandemic have led to a lot of 

shifting in people’s personal and communal lives. 

It’s a time of reorientation and an opportunity for 

creative growth, and Jewish professionals are now 

approaching Jewish life through a new lens. I find it 

comforting at this moment in history to return to a 

place that is home, and also energizing to be looking 

ahead to exploring possibilities for communication 

and connection that didn’t exist before.

SARAH
Reines
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MEET IRA WISE

Erica Slutsky | Communications Manager

What inspired Ira Wise to become a Jewish 

Educator? “It really started with being a camper 

and being a camp counselor at Olin Sang Ruby 

Union Institute (OSRUI – the Union of Reform 

Judaism summer camp in Wisconsin that started 

the URJ camp program).” A Chicagoan at heart 

and lifelong Cubs fan, Wise grew up in the 

suburbs. He credits rabbi Mark S. Shapiro for 

encouraging kids to go to camp, competing with 

another local Rabbi to see who could get the 

most congregants to say yes. “They even counted 

their dogs!” From the way he recounts it, all of 

Ira’s best friends were made at religious school, 

temple, and camp – lifelong relationships that 

continued through adulthood.

“To me, temple and camp were an extension of 

each other. Those were my happy places,” 

he said.

After college, Ira taught religious school and then 

worked as the Regional Director of [Zionist Youth 

Movement] Young Judaea in Chicago from 1985-

88. During that time, Ira helped relocate the Young 

Judaea Midwest camp to Wisconsin and even 

considered becoming a camp director: “What 

could be better than going to camp every year?” 

But being on the road 150 days a year recruiting 

campers and counselors, as his former camp 

director described the job, did not appeal. He 

ultimately decided to change course to his other 

happy place.

“I can bring the kind of joy that I have, the kind of 

learning that I love, and the kinds of interactions I 

had with kids at camp into a synagogue,” 

he realized.

He enrolled in Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) to get a Masters in 

Jewish Education, spending a year in Jerusalem 

and two years in Los Angeles. “I graduated in 

1991 and I’ve been doing this work ever since,” 

he said.

Though he “grew up” in the Reform movement, 

Wise credits his time at Young Judaea with 

helping him develop a clear point of view as an 

educator and storyteller. “It allowed me to get a 

perspective that was a little different from what I 

grew up with” as a Reform Jew. Instead of seeing 

different streams of Judaism as the “other,” Wise 

saw this as a teachable moment. “Let’s figure out 

what’s more meaningful to us.”

This sense of community helped him refocus his 

lifelong connection to Israel and Zionism and it 

became central to his identity and work. He was 

a student at HUC-JIR during the first year of his 

marriage, and Israel became the place where the 

newlyweds “faced everything together, without 

any of [their] previous friends and family around.” 

There, he and his wife, Audrey, created a shared 

identity and community.

OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF
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“It was all ours,” he recalled. “It was really a 

wonderful beginning.”

Because of this stability, he said, “I’ve made a 

sideline of finding ways to get to Israel” for the 

last twenty-five years. Like his predecessor as 

Director of Lifelong Learning at Emanu-El, Saul 

Kaiserman, Ira was a mentor at the Leadership 

Institute, run by HUC and Jewish Theological 

Seminary (JTS) under the sponsorship of UJA-

Federation of New York, which allowed him to 

attend twice as staff on Israel trips for educators.

He received a fellowship from the Jim Joseph 

Foundation at the Lookstein Center for Jewish 

Education and the Diaspora at Bar-Ilan Institute 

in Ramat Gan, which brought him back for 

another two years. For the last ten years, he 

has been a flight chaperone for NFTY in Israel, 

reconnecting with his friends there and meeting 

with colleagues, searching for opportunities to 

bring Israel back to his teachers and students. 

This June, he and Audrey will chaperone a NFTY 

group to Tel Aviv.

Ira joins the Department of Lifelong Learning 

at Emanu-El after twenty-seven years as the 

Director of Education at Congregation B’nai Israel 

in Bridgeport, Conn. His rebranding of B’nai 

Israel’s school program in that time included 

redeveloping the curriculum around values and 

prioritizing experiential learning. For him, the best 

way to learn isn’t just to read or watch a movie 

about something, but for kids to create and 

explore for themselves, to build deeper and richer 

connections with their teachers and each other.

“Innovation has been essential,” he said.

He sees his role in the Religious School at Emanu-

El as an opportunity to continue the work of his 

predecessors, praising Kaiserman and Jackie 

Schreiber for their leadership. “The trajectory of 

Emanu-El has always been upward,” he said, 

citing the temple’s rich history.

Wise would like to instill these values in his 

students, even outside of the classroom. After all, 

the same friends who attended religious school 

with him – who “took over the back room” at the 

local diner after services – still meet up with him 

decades later whenever they’re in the same city. 

“Some of my closest connections are people I 

knew from temple.”
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
FOR THE 2022-2023 
SCHOOL YEAR!
JOIN US FOR AN EXCITING YEAR OF LEARNING!

To learn more or to apply, visit our website at emanuelnyc.org/school.

T H A N K S  F O R  A N O T H E R  G R E AT  Y E A R !

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
2021-22  |  5782
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“[TEEN PHILANTHROPIC 
COMMITTEE] IS A UNIQUE 
EXPERIENCE TO DO 
IMPORTANT WORK. I LIKE 
COLLABORATING WITH 
EVERYONE TO COME TO A 
CONSENSUS, IT ALLOWS 
ME TO SEE DIFFERENT 
POINTS OF VIEWS THAT I 
MAY NOT HAVE 
THOUGHT OF.” 

– Tallulah, 10th grade

“[CALLING GENERATIONS] 
IS VERY REWARDING TO 
INTERACT CONSISTENTLY 
WITH A YOUNG PERSON 
WHO IS BRIGHT, 
ENTHUSIASTIC, AND 
HAS A BROAD RANGE 
OF INTERESTS. MY 
PARTNER’S CHEERFUL 
GREETING EVERY WEEK 
IS SOMETHING TO LOOK 
FORWARD TO - SHE MAKES 
ME SMILE.” 

– Suzanne, Adult Calling Partner 

“THE THING I AM MOST 
PROUD ABOUT AS A 
RESULT OF BEING ON THE 
A-TEEM IS 
BEING ABLE TO HELP 
YOUNGER STUDENTS.” 

– Jared, 9th grade

“I LIKE BEING PART OF 
THE TLC BECAUSE I GET 
TO PLAN EVENTS THAT I 
ENJOYED PARTICIPATING 
IN BEFORE JOINING THE 
COMMITTEE, AND DOING 
THIS CONTINUES TO 
ENSURE AN ACTIVE TEEN 
COMMUNITY.” 

– Seth, 11th grade

“I LOVE TALKING TO [MY 
CALLING PARTNER] JEAN 
AND I LOVE THE CONCEPT 
OF THE [CALLING 
GENERATIONS] PROGRAM; 
BEING ABLE TO CONNECT 
WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE TEMPLE!” 

– Noa, 9th grade

Temple Emanu-El’s teens have had an exciting and jam-packed 

year. Over 70 teens participated in Teen Community Events, 20+ 

A-TEEMers worked weekly in our Religious School, and we had our 

largest confirmation class in over 15 years. The Teen Leadership 

Council hosted a wide array of monthly events including holiday 

celebrations, a mental health forum, and the ever-popular Midnight 

Run to distribute food and clothing to people in need. Each month, 

the Social Justice Discussion Group provided a safe space for teens 

to develop their opinions and learn about the Jewish response to 

difficult topics. Calling Generations, our intergenerational program 

connecting teens and adults, gathered on our roof for an Oneg 

Shabbat, which was their first in-person program!

We were also excited to be able to gather with our teen community 

after two years of being virtual for our Teen Leadership Shabbat 

Oneg. After an inspiring Shabbat service led by our 8th-12th graders, 

we celebrated with the teens and their families on our rooftop with 

challah, food and drinks.
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WELCOME OUR NEW  
              RABBINICAL INTERN!

    MEET  
EMMA DUBIN
Erica Slutsky | Communications Manager

Tell us a bit about your background, education, 

and training. What led to you Temple Emanu-El?

I’m a rising third-year rabbinical student at HUC-

JIR (Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion) New York. In between undergrad and 

rabbinical school, I worked in development for 

the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

the Reform Movement’s rabbinical professional 

association. The CCAR was the perfect place to 

learn about the Reform rabbinate before starting 

at HUC! Last year, I taught fifth-grade religious 

school at Brooklyn Heights Synagogue with an 

original Parashat HaShavua curriculum and led 

High Holy Day services at Rikers Island.

I’m thrilled to join Temple Emanu-El this year, to 

get to know this remarkable congregation that 

is both historic and always innovating, to learn 

and pray with the Emanu-El community, and to 

grow as a future rabbi under the guidance of the 

Temple’s extraordinary clergy team.

Tell us more about your connection to Judaism 

and Reform Judaism. 

I grew up at a small Reform congregation, Temple 

B’nai Chaim in Georgetown, Connecticut. I’ve 

always had a strong Reform identity. I love our 

movement’s egalitarianism and inclusiveness; the 

tradition of informed choice and non-coercion; the 

history of lay empowerment and lay ownership of 

Judaism; our rich musical tradition; Reform’s core 

belief that Judaism is joyful and meaningful and 

ought to feel that way; and so much more. I love 

chatting about Reform history and the future of 

our movement if anyone ever wants to talk  

about this! 

What led you to studying to become  

a rabbi at HUC? 

I see Judaism as a powerful counterbalance to 

a trend toward extreme individualism and social 

atomization. Judaism provides spiritual meaning, 

intergenerational community, ritual, the world’s 

best texts, a brilliant liturgical tradition, and so 

many paths to access God. Synagogue life holds 

us in meaningful community with people who are 

different from us socially, politically, racially, etc. I 

think that’s an essential thing for us as individuals 

and for our country. I wanted to become a rabbi 

to help Jews feel ownership of Judaism and to 

help build the kind of rich Reform Jewish life that I 

believe in so deeply.  

What are you looking forward to at  

Temple Emanu-El? 

So many things! But right now, what I’m most 

looking forward to is meeting everyone. So, 

please, come say hello! I’m excited to get to 

know the smaller pocket communities within the 

Temple and learn how Emanu-El operates, how 

everything fits together. I’m also excited to get to 

know the Temple’s unique minhag hamakom (local 16



customs), including praying from Emanu-

El’s original prayerbooks. This congregation 

has a really special intentionality about 

preserving Reform liturgical legacy while 

meeting the spiritual needs of today’s 

Jewish community. I’m thrilled to be joining 

Emanu-El for so many reasons! 

What will your role at Emanu-El involve? 

I’ll lead Shabbat and holiday worship with 

clergy, be on the sermon rotation, and teach 

Shabbat morning Torah study once a month. 

I’ll help out with the Young Members Circle 

and support Young Professionals’ outreach. 

In the Religious School, I’ll advise some 

b’nei mitzvah students on their d’vrei Torah, 

teach the 7th/8th grade Tikkun Middot 

curriculum, and support teen programming 

– I’m particularly excited to work with teen 

leaders who are preparing to lead Religious 

School tefilah! That’s what we know for 

sure, but synagogue life is dynamic, and I’m 

looking forward to helping out in other areas 

as needed! 

Tell us more about what life is like for you 

at school and in New York City. 

I live on the Upper West Side, where I’m a 

member of my local community garden, the 

West Side Community Garden – come visit, 

especially during tulip season! And I belong 

to Congregation Rodeph Sholom.  

At HUC, my favorite classes have been 

Bible (Pentateuch and Prophets) with  

Dr. Adriane Leveen and Rabbinic Texts 

(Mishna and Tosefta) with Rabbi Dr. Alona 

Lisitsa. In my free time I like to explore New 

York City, watch HGTV home renovation 

shows, and visit increasingly 

niche museums.

NURSERY SCHOOL 
APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE 2023-24 
SCHOOL YEAR

The Nursery School will begin to review 

applications for the 2023-24 school year the 

day after Labor Day, September 5. As required 

by ISAAGNY (Independent Schools Association 

of Greater New York), we will not review any 

applications prior to this date. 

Applications and information about the school are 

available on the Temple website: https://www.

emanuelnyc.org/nursery-school/. To apply, 

your child (or children) must be at least 2 years 

and 3 months of age by September 30 of the year 

they will be attending. It has long been our policy 

to give priority to members of the Congregation 

and siblings with respect to admission to the 

Nursery School. However, that priority does not 

guarantee admission. Temple members do receive 

a reduction in tuition.

If you have any questions, please contact 

Susanne Fischer at sfischer@emanuelnyc.org  

or 212-507-9531. 

We look forward to meeting your family!

MUSLIM-JEWISH 
DIALOGUE
First Monday of each month 

October to June | 8:30 to 9:45 AM

Join Rabbi Davidson and author/interfaith speaker 

Sabeeha Rehman to explore parallel texts in the 

Torah and the Koran and learn how much we 

share in common.

To register, please contact Rabbi Davidson’s 

assistant Lauren Pemberton at lpemberton@

emanuelnyc.org or 212-507-9609.
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By Jenny Silber

When you think of what it means to be Jewish, 

lox and bagels on a Sunday morning or matzah 

ball soup on Passover may be some of the first 

things to come to mind. The commonality of 

sharing these traditions can make us feel like we 

know a Jewish person before we even meet them. 

However, many of these traditions come from 

having an Ashkenazi background. Sephardic Jews 

hold a different history and set of customs that 

some of us may not fully comprehend.

The new exhibition at the Bernard Museum of 

Judaica, At the Crossroads of Sefarad: In the 

Footsteps of the Crypto-Jews explores the history 

of the Sephardic Jews on the Iberian Peninsula, 

their prosperity and growth under different 

governments, and their eventual expulsion 

starting in 1492. After this exodus, Jewish people 

found ways to survive by migrating to the New 

World and Europe, or converting and practicing 

Judaism in secret, becoming known as Crypto-

Jews. Even many years and generations after 

the expulsion, Crypto-Jews continued to covertly 

keep their Jewish traditions alive. Many kept 

Shabbat or didn’t eat pork, even when they had 

no context as to why. Some groups of Crypto-

Jews were so removed from the outside Jewish 

community that they thought they were the last 

Jewish people on earth.

AN ILLUMINATING PATH

At the Crossroads of
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ossroads of  Sefarad
This exhibition was created by ANU – Museum 

of the Jewish People in partnership with the 

Jewish Heritage Alliance. Warren Klein, curator 

of the Bernard Museum of Judaica, organized 

Temple Emanu-El’s showing of it in just six weeks, 

a task that would usually span over a year if he 

had started from scratch. Yet, there is no part 

of this exhibition that one would ever think was 

rushed. With around 70 panels and striking visual 

elements, all museum visitors will learn new 

insights about our shared history as Jews.

Klein is excited for people to learn more about 

the global Jewish community and to delve 

deeper into the Sephardic journey, with the help 

of featured objects, like a book published by 

a Sephardic community in France in the 18th 

century. However, according to Klein, there is 

another reason this exhibition feels very different 

from the ones we have hosted in the past. “It’s 

so meaningful to me as we reopen to see people 

in the museum,” he says. “Our community, our 

religious school, visitors from the outside. That 

makes the museum come alive to me. I know that 

sounds cheesy or corny, but I do really feel it.”

At the Crossroads of Sefarad: In the Footsteps 

of the Crypto-Jews is on display at the Bernard 

Museum until August 28, 2022. Museum hours are 

Sunday through Thursday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 

The full exhibit takes around 30 minutes 

to complete.

The Herbert & Eileen Bernard Museum is grateful to 

temple member and artist Rhoda Altman for her recent 

donation of four intaglio etchings: Festival, Shalom, 

Tiberius II and “I shall not die, but live, to declare the 

works of the Lord.” These beautiful, detailed pieces will 

be on display in the Museum this Fall.
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SH’LACH L’CHA 
(Read Saturday, June 25)

Numbers 13:1−15:41

KORACH 
(Read Saturday, July 2)

Numbers 16:1−18:32

CHUKAT 
(Read Saturday, July 9)

Numbers 19:1−22:1

BALAK 
(Read Saturday, July 16)

Numbers 19:1−22:1

PINCHAS 
(Read Saturday, July 23)

Numbers 25:10−30:1

MATOT - MAS’EI 
(Read Saturday, July 30)

Numbers 30:2–36:13

D’VARIM 
(Read Saturday, August 6)

Deuteronomy 1:1−3:22

VA-ET’CHANAN 
(Read Saturday, August 13)

Leviticus 1:1−5:26

EIKEV 
(Read Saturday, August 20)

Deuteronomy 7:12–11:25

R’EIH 
(Read Saturday, August 27)

Deuteronomy 11:26–16:17

JUNE-AUGUST 2022 

The following are weekly readings for June, July 

and August 2022. Find Torah commentary and 

more information on worship at Emanu-El at www.

emanuelnyc.org/services.

T O R A H  P O R T I O N S
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C A L L E D  T O  T H E  T O R A H
B’NEI MITZVAH AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL

For information about Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Temple Emanu-El,  

visit emanuelnyc.org/bneimitzvah or contact the temple’s  

B’nei Mitzvah Coordinator—Lauren Pemberton:  

lpemberton@emanuelnyc.org or 212-507-9609.

JUNE 4, 2022

Samantha Clyman 

child of Elizabeth and Mark Clyman

JUNE 11, 2022

Leo Solomon Lellouche 

child of Erika Kingetsu-Lellouche and Greg Lellouche

Sam Koichi Lellouche 

child of Erika Kingetsu-Lellouche and Greg Lellouche

JUNE 18, 2022

Emma Grody 

child of Erin and Michael Grody

Summer Sampson 

child of Brian Sampson and Jillian Straus

JUNE 25, 2022

Ruby Muise 

child of Frank and Stacy Muise

Maxwell Margolis 

child of Gregory and Joy Margolis

21



A CLOSER LOOK:

TIKKUN OLAM’S 
PROJECT PROM 2022
Erica Slutsky | Communications Manager

This past April, close to 300 high school students 

from underserved communities gathered in Wise 

Hall to shop for free dresses, shoes, evening 

bags, and cosmetics during this year’s Project 

Prom, a long-running mitzvah that grew out of 

the same drive toward generosity and community 

service that emboldens Tikkun Olam at Emanu-El.

Project Prom started about ten years ago, when 

it was originally suggested by Susan Kaufman, 

now chair of the Tikkun Olam Committee. At 

the time, Lynda DeLott served as Tikkun Olam 

Chair and started the program with Gala Gear, an 

organization run by women at Price Waterhouse 

who had asked to use the Temple Emanu-El 

space. This early version of Project Prom was only 

accepting gently used items, such as dresses 

and accessories. Although Gala Gear ceased 

operations in 2015, the Tikkun Olam Committee 

continued the drive once a year during prom 

season. “It was pretty successful the first year,” 

Kaufman adds, though attendance would increase 

after that.

In fact, Project Prom almost didn’t become a 

regular mitzvah since the program itself seemed 

unsustainable. Most temple members didn’t 

have prom dresses and formal accessories in 

their own closets that they could readily donate. 

Kaufman suggested continuing the event, but only 

on her advice that they accept new items and 

solicit donations from outside vendors. Because 

she reached out to them, “it just blossomed.” 

Members of the Tikkun Olam Committee started 

contacting their connections in the garment 

and beauty industries, with sizable 

donations coming through today.  

The program currently functions in partnership 

with Park Avenue Synagogue.

Due to Covid-19, Project Prom could not run for 

the last two years. Setup is also an important part 

of the mitzvah, with music played on a sound 

system and photos from previous years projected 

on a screen.

In previous years, the program was held in 

Blumenthal Hall, but as it grew, organizers needed 

an open area to accommodate larger dressing 

rooms and a shoe wall. So, they transformed it 

into an event – a boutique shopping experience 

that encourages participants to have fun so their 

prom seasons can feel extra special. When guests 

from Foster Pride found the perfect dresses for 

the New York City Ballet Gala at this year’s Project 

Prom, it provided an unforgettable experience for 

them, as well.

“We couldn’t have done it without the volunteers,” 

Susan Kaufman noted with pride. “Without them, 

this event would not be able to take place at 

all.” The committee reaches out to the whole 

congregation to help. Some help girls select 

dresses; some attend to dressing room needs, 

like zipping up dresses; some run the handbag 

department; and still others handle checkout.

To Kaufman, Project Prom is a unique way to 

introduce members of the Emanu-El community 

to the many ways Tikkun Olam truly gives back to 

the larger New York community.
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Notes of Gratitude
I just wanted to send a personal thank you for the 

wonderful dresses and accessories that you  

donated to us. We will be distributing directly to the 

programs that asked for dresses and it is a thrill to 

be able to give them such wonderful items. They 

are not even expecting the extras! Once again, your 

generosity humbles me, and I wanted to be sure 

that you know how much you and the Temple are 

appreciated for all of the amazing work that you do.

Best, 

Amy DelliPaoli  

Director of Community Engagement 

The Children’s Village

Thank you so much again for having us! It was 

truly an incredible experience, and I’m so glad 

our school got to be part of it! We are definitely 

interested in being part of this amazing event again 

next year, if you’ll have us! 

 

Amanda, Urban Assembly

I was waiting until last 

night’s gala at the NYC 

Ballet to take a picture of the 

girls in the gorgeous gowns that 

you and Project Prom provided. WOW!

First of all, the experience of picking the dresses 

was so fun - each girl felt so special and taken care 

of, as if they were in Bergdorf’s with a private 

shopper! And then, last, night, to be among some 

of the best-dressed people in the city and to feel 

like they belonged – I can’t tell you!

Youth in foster care don’t have a lot of 

opportunities to shine or to feel special and, thanks 

to you, they did both! So many thanks to you and 

your hardworking team for helping to change the 

lives of underserved youth throughout the city!

All best, 

Lynn, Foster Pride
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE:

TIKKUN OLAM IN 
5782
Project Prom wasn’t the only mitzvah that 

accomplished a wealth of good this year. Tikkun 

Olam Chair Susan Kaufman adds, “We’ve become 

our own little community within the temple.”

For example, Ali Spike, the Director of the Child 

Life and Creative Arts Therapy Department at 

Mount Sinai Kravis Children’s Hospital reached 

out to ask if Tikkun Olam could support the 

purchase of five Hickman and 15 Port Style 

Chemo Ducks – stuffed toys for children 

undergoing cancer treatment. This became 

an ongoing mitzvah, benefiting new pediatric 

oncology patients under the age of seven and 

their families.

On September 19, 2021, Tikkun Olam joined the 

Streicker Center for a first-of-its-kind Sukkot 

mitzvah: apple-picking at the Orchards of 

Concklin to support the Bowery Misson and Dorot 

The girls who attended Project Prom 

were recommended by their guidance 

counselors (or parent coordinators) 

from the following schools: High 

School of Fashion Industries, Urban 

Assembly, Manhattan Bridges, 

Talent Unlimited, Goddard, Notre 

Dame, Orchard Collegiate, Young 

Women’s Leadership, BIZ of Sports, 

Liberty High School, Beacon, Good 

Shepherd/Foster Pride, Richard 

Green High School of Teaching, and 

Gregorio Luperon.

Project Prom received over 800 dress 

donations from Charlotte’s Closet, 

Dessy Group, B. Darlin, Mestiza, Bill 

Levkoff, Alex Evenings, Jay Godfrey, 

Adrianna Papell Group, Jill Stuart 

International, Jasmine Bridal, JS 

Group, Kleinfelds, Jovani, Bari Jay, 

and Mori Lee.

Jewelry donations were provided by 

Lee Angel, The Jewelry Group, A.V. 

Max, Deepa Gurnani, Clover, Stella & 

Ruby, CJS Sales, and Alison Lou.

Shoes and evening bag donations 

were provided by Nina Footwear 

Corp, Ally Shoes, Frances Valentine, 

Kenneth Cole, Steve Madden, Emm 

Kuo, ILI New York, Susan Alexandra, 

Basha Accessories LLC, Kayu, and 

the Accessories Council.

Cosmetic donations were provided 

by Bobbi Brown, CoverGirl Makeup, 

Essie Nails, and E.l.f.

We are so grateful to all who 

partnered with us!

Wednesday, June 22     12:30 PM - 4:00 PM 

Volunteers are needed to assemble 1,200 

packages on three separate dates containing over 

8,400 units for the clients of the Xavier Mission. 

These packages will contain a Washcloth, Men’s 

T-Shirts, Men’s Boxer Briefs, Women’s Underwear, 

Travel Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Hand Sanitizer, and 

Deodorant Bar Soap. This is a new partnership, 

and we are very lucky to be able to assist these 

individuals who need our kindness and care. 

TIKKUN OLAM
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HPP, followed by a trip to Zev Oster’s bee farm 

to learn about honey production. Those hearty 

volunteers picked and donated 550 pounds 

of apples!

Tikkun Olam found unique ways to adapt in 5782, 

such as their “Thanksgiving Goodies” mitzvah. 

Traditionally, Temple Emanu-El hosts an Annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner at the temple (on the day 

before the holiday) for 225 senior citizens, women, 

and children from local homeless and domestic 

violence shelters. Unable to host guests this 

year, 20 volunteers assembled 765 Thanksgiving 

Breakfast bags for the Lenox Hill Neighborhood 

House and 215 Thanksgiving Breakfast Bags for 

The Isaacs Center and Neighborhood Coalition for 

Shelter on Wednesday, November 17.

On December 12, 2021, the Young Members 

Circle joined Tikkun Olam and the broader 

Emanu-El community to help local families in need 

celebrate Christmas. Temple members created 

nearly 200 Christmas stockings for the families 

supported by The Children’s Village, a local non-

profit with a 170-year history of caring for children 

and families.

After the devastating five-alarm fire in the Bronx 

on January 9, 2022, Tikkun Olam immediately 

partnered with the Riverdale Jewish Center 

to send cartons of new clothes, baby items, 

toiletries, underwear, stuffed toys, hats, gloves, 

scarves, and socks to those affected.

The Bowery Mission also reached out to the 

Tikkun Olam Committee this year, and Tikkun 

Olam responded by providing over $3000 worth of 

Covid testing kits.

More recently, Tikkun Olam started an ongoing 

Ukraine Donation Drive in partnership with the 

Afya Foundation, which aids communities by 

repurposing medical and humanitarian supplies. In 

response to the needs of refugees from Ukraine, 

and in just over six weeks, congregants donated 

enough supplies, including flashlights, first aid 

kits, baby diapers, and personal hygiene kits, to 

fill 22 delivery boxes. The need is ongoing. 

Each Sunday, the Xavier Mission feeds over 1,200 

clients. Xavier Mission provides basic services, 

fostering empowerment and self-sufficiency 

for New Yorkers in need. Since 1983, Xavier 

Mission has welcomed, served, and empowered 

its guests with dignity and respect. Founded by 

the Church of St. Francis Xavier in 1983, Xavier 

Mission became an independent, secular, for-

impact organization in 2012. Today, it operates six 

community outreach programs that provide varied 

services, as well as holistic care and support.

Email tikkunolam@emanuelnyc.org to register.

Encourage Voting in Upcoming Elections with 

Center for Common Ground

Help ensure that we build a just society in 2022. 

The Center for Common Ground offers an 

opportunity for you to raise your hand with its 

postcard-writing effort encouraging registered 

voters to participate in primaries!

If you wish to participate, we will supply you with 

all necessary materials: postcards, stamps, and a 

script for the contents of the note, along with the 

names of recipients. Please email Rabbi Ehrlich at 

aehrlich@emanuelnyc.org to learn more.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL NEEDS YOUR ASSISTANCE 
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CELEBRATING 
40 YEARS OF 
THE SUNDAY 
LUNCH 
PROGRAM
On April 24, the Sunday Lunch Program, one of 

the temple’s longest-standing volunteer efforts, 

celebrated its 40th Anniversary with a special 

luncheon including food, speeches, a slideshow, 

and camaraderie. The program, which has 

never missed a Sunday, consists of members 

making and distributing food to many in our 

community who are in need, continuing even 

when the pandemic restricted in-person access. 

Speakers included Miriam Reines, a member of 

Temple Emanu-El for 77 years, who has been 

with the program since its beginning in 1982 and 

now serves as its Chair; Charlie Pellett, former 

SLP Captain; Peter and Mary Kalikow Senior 

Rabbinic Chair Joshua Davidson; Joanne Sobel, 

Sunday Lunch Program Cofounder; and Senior 

Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Ronald B. Sobel. During the 

luncheon, Rabbi Davidson unveiled a plaque 

dedicated in loving memory to Warren W. Zorek.

 

Watch the video of the  

Sunday Lunch Program  

Anniversary Dedication here.
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YOUNG FAMILIES’ WILD TRIP TO THE 
CENTRAL PARK ZOO

Young Families of Emanu-El gathered at Central 

Park Zoo on Sunday, May 1, for their first outing 

since the start of the pandemic. This special trip 

allowed parents and their children to observe 

different zoo animals, feed goats, and munch on 

animal crackers while they bonded with other 

families. According to Temple Emanu-El member 

and father Andrew Steinau, it was the “perfect 

place to spend time with my son while getting to 

know some of the other dads. It was a great day.”

CHECK OUT PHOTOS FROM OUR 
ROOFTOP PARTY!

On Sunday, May 15, Young Families gathered 

on the rooftop for music, dancing and splashing 

around in kiddie pools. Hadar Orshalimy led a 

sing-along with egg shakers and scarves, while 

kids enjoyed face painting and playground 

equipment and adults savored bagels, coffee, and 

black-and-white cookies. We can’t wait to have 

more fun outside and on the rooftop this summer. 

Check out our upcoming programs!

OF EMANU-EL
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SUMMER 
ACTIVITIES

JUNE & JULY 
FREE PLAY ON  
THE ROOFTOP

Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 PM 

June 22, July 6, and July 20 

Water tables and play 

equipment. No rain dates.

Enter through  

10 East 66th Street.

HAMPTONS PRE-SUNSET 
PICNIC ON THE BEACH 

Saturday, August 13

Bring a picnic dinner and end 

the day with a sandcastle-

building contest!

Meet us at the Main Beach in 

East Hampton at 6:00 PM.

Email youngfamilies@

emanuelnyc.org to register 

and for more information. 

Registration is now open 

for Fall 2022 and Spring 

2023 Parenting Groups! 

Visit us at 

www.emanuelnyc.org/

youngfamilies to register 

and learn more.

OUT-OF-TOWN 
MEMBERSHIPS
Membership at Temple Emanu-El is not just for New Yorkers. 

Our livestream and digital capabilities have allowed us 

to engage and connect with other Jewish communities 

throughout the United States and North and South America. 

We offer Out-of-Town memberships to anyone at least 150 

miles outside of New York City. If you or someone you know 

is interested, visit: emanuelnyc.org/membership or contact 

membership@emanuelnyc.org or 212-507-9514.

Visit our media page  
for more news about  
Temple Emanu-El.

LIFE-CYCLE 
EVENTS
At Temple Emanu-El, we understand 

the role that times of joy, sorrow, 

and transition play in your 

personal and spiritual 

development and your desire 

to make the expression 

uniquely yours. We 

stand ready to offer 

you guidance and an 

environment that is  

both warm and 

magnificent. For 

complete information 

about all life-cycle 

events at Temple 

Emanu-El, visit 

emanuelnyc.org/

lifecycle.
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MESSAGES FROM  
OUR SERVICE MEMBERS
JWB Jewish Chaplains Council appreciates the 

generosity of Tikkun Olam at Temple Emanu-El 

this past year.

Dear Tikkun Olam Committee,

On behalf of the men and women of the Canadian 

Armed Forces, I would like to extend my 

wholehearted appreciation for your committee’s 

good work and loving-kindness by providing 

deployed Jewish personnel with a few moments 

of Purim levity and joy. Being separated from 

family, friends, and community during Holy Days 

and Festivals is often a challenging time for 

soldiers, invoking a sense of loneliness, isolation, 

and angst. However, through your direct efforts, 

actions, and thoughtfulness, our Jewish men 

and women in uniform have the joy of having a 

sweet connection to who they are, and a powerful 

reminder that the Jewish community stands with 

them. Please know that your efforts mean so very 

much to each and every one of us.

In heartfelt gratitude,

Rabbi (Capt) Bryan Bowley 

Senior Jewish Chaplain 

Royal Canadian Chaplain Service 

Office of the Chaplain General

“Chag Purim Sameach and a big THANK YOU 

from the Naples Support Activity (NAS) and US 

Naval Hospital Naples Jewish Community! We had 

a very fun and festive hamantaschen bake-off and 

Megillah play reading to celebrate Purim for about 

15 Jewish families and service members stationed 

here in Naples, Italy. We appreciate your support 

in helping us celebrate our tradition and create 

community wherever we are stationed! 

Grazie mille!”

Lieutenant Commander Loretta Stein 

Naples Jewish community Lay Leader

“Congregation Emanu-El, thank you so much for 

your kindness in sending Purim Holiday packages. 

To be so far away from home, our families, and 

our Jewish traditions is challenging. But, knowing 

that we have a shared connection with kind 

communities like your own who are looking out 

for us wherever we go makes it all easier. I hope 

you had a wonderful Purim, and I thank you for 

the warmth you have shared with your Jewish 

brothers and sisters in service. God bless.”

LTJG Sydney E., USN 

USS FITZGERALD (DDG-62)

COMMUNITY AS FAMILY
Temple members of all ages without close family, or who may be anticipating “aging solo” are invited to 

Community as Family, a cordial group that empowers our later years by learning how to access important 

resources, thinking strategically about the future, and deepening our personal relationships. Participation 

is open to temple members only.

For more information and meeting dates: communityasfamily@emanuelnyc.org.
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HOST YOUR EVENT
AT TEMPLE EMANU-EL

We have quality catering options for a Kiddush 

lunch after a bar or bat mitzvah ceremony, a 

reception for a baby naming or bris, or any other 

life-cycle event, including shiva. Contact Logan 

Katz at 212-507-9579 or lkatz@emanuelnyc.org  

to learn more and schedule your event today.

ISAAC MAYER WISE HALL

Capacity: 350 seated | 300 with dance space

LEVENTRITT ROOM

Capacity: 100 seated | 125 cocktails

GENE L. BLUMENTHAL HALL

Capacity: 200 seated | 150 with dance space

YOU ARE A 
SACRED PIECE OF 
SOMETHING BIG...

Gather is Emanu-El’s small groups initiative, 

bringing together congregants from across our 

community to learn, connect and grow.  

These lay-led groups are based upon a range 

of topics, igniting marvelous conversations and 

dialogue. In these small groups, meaningful 

friendships are formed and congregants truly get 

to know one another. 

Gather Family is Temple Emanu-El’s small groups 

initiative for families with children of the same 

age and stage. Gather Family is a way to meet 

new Temple families and enhance your family’s 

connection to the greater Temple community.

Gather Mingle is Temple Emanu-El’s small 

groups initiative for single Temple members 

seeking friendship, companionship and social 

opportunities. Organized by age, Gather Mingle 

is a wonderful opportunity for single Temple 

members to have fun and get to know  

one another!

Temple Emanu-El

Curious about Gather?  

Please reach out to us with any 

questions at gather@emanuelnyc.org  

or visit www.emanuelnyc.org/gather.
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The skyline of New York; friends,  

new and old; delicious snacks; drinks; 

and…movies on a large screen.

What better way to spend a lazy summer 

evening after the sun goes down and the 

heat of the city dissipates?

The Temple Emanu-El membership 

committee and The Temple Emanu-El 

Streicker Center invite you to join us on the 

rooftop for fascinating films, a remarkable 

view and the company we always enjoy.

CARL L AEMMLE

June 21 | 8:00 PM 

With filmmaker James L. Freedman 

Food by Zabar’s 

IN SE ARCH OF 
ISRAELI CUISINE

July 26 | 8:00 PM 

With director Roger Sherman

Food by Miznon

WONDER WOMAN (2017)

August 23 | 8:00 PM 

Artisanal pizza will be served

Free | Open only to Temple members  
and Friends of Streicker


